Thoracic myelocystoceles--two variants.
Myelocystoceles are rare lesions. Rarer still are thoracic myelocystoceles. Two patients with thoracic myelocystoceles are being reported. The first patient presented with swelling in the thoracic region with paraplegia and incontinence. MR with MR myelography revealed the malformation to be a thoracic myelocystocele. The second patient presented with a midline cutaneous mass lesion without neurological deficit. MRI revealed a Type I split cord malformation, a CSF containing sac in the thoracic region that communicated through a stalk-like structure to the hydromyelic hemicord. Surgery in both these patients did not produce any change in the neurological status. The importance of recognizing thoracic myelocystoceles, their clinical presentation, embryology, value of MR myelography in the diagnosis and role of surgery are discussed. The differences between terminal myelocystoceles and thoracic myelocystoceles are also highlighted.